Promising collection of
hardy roses discovered

Roses look spectacular in the
garden, but they can be a lot of
work. First we have to manage
black spot and other diseases in
the summer, and then nobody
likes all of the work involved in
getting roses to survive our frigid
winters.

For years, the Morden Re-
search Station in Canada has re-
leased roses that survive our win-
ters with no or minimal protection.
These varieties, which include
‘Morden Centennial’, ‘Hope for
Humanity’, and ‘Cuthbert Grant’
are among the best roses for
North Dakota.

A new group of roses from
lowa is being discovered and
shows great promise, particularly
for gardeners in Zone 4. Bred by
the late Dr. Griffith Buck, these
roses are noted for their hardi-
ness, disease resistance, and
beauty.

In the 1950s, Dr. Buck took
strains of cold hardy roses and
combined them with hybrid teas.

He refused to protect them, let-
ting the cold lowa winters kill the
less hardy plants. He also re-
fused to protect them from dis-
ease, and the humid lowa sum-
mers killed the susceptible plants.

In the end, he developed
hardy, disease-resistant varieties
that have the beauty of hybrid
teas. Dr. Buck has been called
the “Vincent Van Gogh of roses”
since the fruits of his labor were
not well known until after his
death. Several Buck rose variet-
ies, including ‘Prairie Joy’
(shown) are sold in catalogs to-
day.

We will have over 60 Buck
rose varieties among a group of
140 hardy/semi-hardy varieties
on display at the new Dragonfly
Garden at United Tribes Techni-
cal College this summer. | hope
you come to see them when you
visit Bismarck.
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For more information, go to
the Dakota Growing section of
Dakota Media Access at
www.freetv.org. We are publish-
ing a video on the roses at Drag-
onfly Garden and it should be
available by November 2011. %

The following photo was made available under
Creative Commons licenses specified by the
photographer, allowing for adaptation, modification
or building upon: “Prairie Joy’ rose” by Marilylie
Soveran, http://www.flickr.com/photos/

86953562@N00/962068569/.




