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Dear Gardener,

Welcome to our research team! It will be fun to work with you this summer. Enclosed are the seeds you

ordered. If you are missing anything, please let me know.

Now let’s go over some key points:

1. Each trial compares two varieties. You must plant both varieties.

2. To make it a fair comparison, you need to treat both varieties in the same manner. They should get

the same amount of sunlight and general care (watering and fertilizing).

3. We want to see how these varieties perform under real-life home garden situations. The seed packets

have some instructions on how to sow your seeds, but you may use your own gardening practices.

4. Sow the seeds soon so you don’t have to worry about frost.

5. When possible, grow the vegetables in rows next to each other. You have enough seeds to grow at

least 10 feet of each variety. To make it easier for you, I’ve enclosed a yellow row marker with string.

There is a 10-foot space between the two marks on the string. It’s okay if you don’t have quite enough

space for 10-foot rows, but try to sow close to that much area. We want to get a fair look at both

varieties. Look at the diagram below. Notice that the varieties being compared are grown next to each

other. In this way, they are most likely to get the same amount of sunlight and care.

6. Some of the seeds are tiny. Be careful when planting and don’t sow them too deep.

7. Use the plot labels that are enclosed. This will

help you remember which variety is which.

If you have any questions, please don’t

hesitate to ask. I’ll be happy to help.

Again, thanks for joining our team. If you know of a

friend who may be interested in joining us, please

share the enclosed brochure. Thanks!

Sincerely,

Tom Kalb

Horticulture Educator

tom.kalb@ndsu.edu
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